Introduction
Sterictiphora Billberg, 1820, is a Holarctic argid genus, which contains ca. 30 Palaearctic and six Nearctic species. The taxonomy of the Palaearctic species was revised by Koch (1988) . Since then, and have described ten new species. Kontuniemi (1966) reported S. sorbi, reared from larvae, found feeding on Sorbus aucuparia in northern Finland. Koch (1988) considered this species a junior synonym of S. geminata (Gmelin, 1790) with minor reservations, after having examined the male allotype of S. sorbi. Liston (1995) agreed with this conclusion. Viitasaari (1990) was not familiar with the paper of Koch. He considered S. sorbi a distinct species and discussed the diagnostic differences of S. sorbi and S. geminata. The paper included illustrations of the head of both sexes in anterior view, the lancets and the male genitalia. Six S. sorbi specimens, all of them from Finland, were listed. Unfortunately, Viitasaari's paper was in Finnish.
One exceptionally large female specimen of the genus Sterictiphora was captured in Nilsiä, Finland, 11 June 1994 by the author JN (Nuorteva & Nuorteva 2003) . Its diagnostic characters are identical with the holotype specimen of S. sorbi, and it is distinctly different from the specimens of S. geminata available to the authors. This finding inspired the process of clarifying the taxonomy of these species.
Material and methods
The descriptions are based on the examination of the following specimens.
Sterictiphora sorbi (all specimens from Finland 
Results

S. sorbi
The malar space is longer; the length is equal to the lateral ocellus diameter. Punctures of mesepisternum are smaller and shallower, not crater-like. The vertex area is rather flat and polished with scarce punctures. The groove between median and lateral mesocutal lobes is without distinct punctures (Fig. 1a ). The sutures of lancet are more slanting; their ventral end is often distinctly bent (Fig. 2a ). The serrulae are without distinct denticles. Fig. 3a shows the penis valve of the male genitalia. The host plant of S. sorbi is Sorbus aucuparia (Kontuniemi 1966) .
S. geminata
The malar space is shorter, being approx. half of the diameter of the lateral ocellus. Punctures of mesepisternum are larger and crater-like. The vertex area is more convex; the area from the lateral ocelli towards compound eyes are wrinkled or densely punctured. The groove between median and lateral mesocutal lobes contains a row of distinct punctures (Fig. 1b) . The sutures of lancet are rather straight; their ventral end is not distinctly bent (see Fig. 2b ). The serrulae contain distinct denticles. Fig. 3b shows the penis valve of the male genitalia.
The host plant of S. geminata is Rosa (Kontuniemi 1960 , Liston 1995 .
S. longicornis
S. longicornis is one of the three black Sterictiphora species in Europe. The most distinct difference, compared to the two above-mentioned species, is the shiny mesepisternum with very small punctures. The length of the malar space is shorter than the diameter of the lateral ocellus. The vertex area from the lateral ocellus towards compound eyes is wrinkled or densely punctured. The groove between median and lateral mesoscutal lobes is smooth.
Discussion
The material of S. geminata, examined by Koch (1988) , included three specimens with the punctured and pubescent mesepisternum; Koch recognized also intermediate forms. Therefore, contrary to Kontuniemi (1966) , he did not accept the punctuation and pubescence on the lower part of mesepisternum as a diagnostic character for S. sorbi. Coll. DABUH includes one male specimen (EH: Pälkäne, ex larva on Rosa sp. cult. 1990/ 1989 by J. Kangas) with a higher amount of hairs than normally detected in S. geminata. Hence, it can be concluded that punctured and pubescent mesepisternum are unreliable characters to distinguish S. sorbi and S. geminata.
According to Koch (1988) , also Hylotoma costata Fallén is a synonym to S. geminata. He has examined the holotype female in the University of Uppsala. Unfortunately, we did not receive that specimen, and neither the specimen of Cyphona geminata var. alpina Strobl., 1895 from Stiftsmuseum Admont.
The female of S. sorbi closely resembles S. aurihirsuta Togashi, which is described from Japan (Togashi 1968 ). Koch (1988) examined two females of S. aurihirsuta, including the holotype. According to Koch's description, the structures of lancets resemble each other, but in aurihirsuta the ventral parts of suturae are strongly bent and the anterior margins of serrulae are with small, saw-like denticles. In S. aurihirsuta, there is a clear extension in the posterior margin of the mesoscutellum, but in S. sorbi the margin is simply curved.
We conclude that we found several diagnostic characters to safely distinguish Sterictiphora sorbi from S. geminata as a distinct species.
Viitasaari for lending us the type specimen of S. sorbi and pictures of male genitalia, and for his help in translating this paper.
